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THE "FIRST FAMILY OF ADOPTION," 
RECEIVING HONORARY GRADUATE DEGREES 
Not long after Dorothy and Robert DeBolt receive 
honorary graduate degrees in May from the University of San 
Diego, the last of their 20 children will leave home 
prepared to take his place in society despite being 
paraplegic and blind. 
John Robert DeBolt, a 21-year-old pre-law college 
student, "is ready to become his own person," said Mrs. 
DeBolt in a telephone interview from her Piedmont, Ca. home. 
After "J.R." moves out, his very special foster parents 
"will embark on a new life," Mrs. DeBolt said. 
That may include another film project and, no doubt, 
the married couple will continue their humanitarian efforts 
that have made them internationally prominent. 
They gained worldwide attention with an Academy Award-
winning documentary, "Who Are the DeBolts?" (narrated by 
actor Henry Winkler). 
The DeBolts have raised six of their own children and 
14 adopted children who are multi-handicapped. Karen, 19, is 
a quadruple congenital amputee, meaning she has no arms or 
legs. 
more 
"Karen has an apartment with 18-year-old Wendy, our 
youngest, who was once blind," Mrs. DeBolt noted. 
She and her husband will address some 220 USD students 
receiving masters and doctoral degrees during commencement 
exercises set for 10:30 a.m. Sunday, May 25, at the campus 
stadium. 
Their remarks, tentatively titled "The Key is You," 
will focus on human potential. 
The Debolts, founders of AASK-America (Aid to the 
Adoption of Special Kids), the nation's first national 
adoption program for children with special needs, each will 
be presented with a Doctor of Humane Letters degree. 
Among the graduates are students trained to teach the 
physically and mentally handicapped at the School of 
Education. 
For more information, please contact John Nunes at 260-
4682. 
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